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CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Real Jesus  

Week beginning Sun 16 September 2018 – Beautiful Outlaw! 

The classic view of Jesus is of a blonde haired bloke floating 2 feet above reality with a 

serene smile & halo. Nothing troubles him.  He doesn’t cut much ice with 21st century world!  

We want to spend some time grappling with the real Jesus – the man behind the myth – the 

one who shocked his contemporaries & refused to fit into their preconceptions.  We invite 

you as a group to take a trip with in particular Luke & John and allow the Holy Spirit to 

change your life!  Go For It! 

WELCOME –  What’s the best gift you received as a child? OR You’re in the supermarket & 

see a mother hitting a child in an out of control way:  Do you: 

a. Tell her to stop 

b. Call the Police 

c. Pray 

WORSHIP –  Find a CD that focuses on a characteristic of Jesus & then let that lead you into 

speaking out words of thankfulness for Jesus 

WORD – Read Luke 5:1-11 

Allow the richness of these words sink in!   

• When you first met Jesus what tensions arose as you recognised the need to follow 

him with everything?  Has following Jesus turned out differently than you thought it was 

going to be? 

• Did you connect with what Andy was talking about last week when he suggested that 

the Jesus of the gospels has a playful side to him?  Did you feel he was being a tad 

irreverent? (John 21) 

Read Luke 5:17-6:11 

• This reading shows Jesus healing, calling a tax collector, a party, questions about 

fasting & the sabbath….all in the days work eh!? 

• Jesus the peacemaker?  He always seems to be in conflict (he seems to start it!) & 

especially with the religious types!  If you were a Pharisee of the day how would you 

view this Jesus in 5:17? 

• Why does Jesus wind them up so much? Have you experienced the playfulness & 

religious spirit yourself? 

• What does the term ‘religious spirit’ mean to you as a group?  What sort of things 

define it?   

• How can we come under a religious legalism?  How does it prevent us enjoying Jesus 

more?  How can it squeeze out real spiritual life? 

Spend some time praying into this as a group.  Are there areas that have come under a 

‘religious spirit’ in your own lives, the group & the church.  Be honest.  Where necessary repent 

& invite the presence of the real, life-giving Spirit of Jesus into the heart of your group.    

WITNESS 

Who are you beginning to pray for as part of ‘Challenge 112’.  Are you thinking & praying for 

someone to invite to the Paul Cowley meal on Tue 25 September – tickets available NOW! 

Some things to look out for… 

• This Sunday 23 Sept – 10.30am – Morning Worship with baptism of Mandy Lane. 

• Sunday 30 Sept – Super Sunday – 10am with breakfast (pastries, yogurts, fruit etc) 

& James Herring preaching on the ‘Real Jesus’   

• Wed 3 Oct – Alpha Course begins 7.30pm in the Open Door Centre 

• Sat 6 Oct – FORUM – a new monthly gathering for those interested in growing in 

leadership & influence for Christ in their workplaces, homes, charities..   



Week beginning Sun 30 September 2018 – Fiercely Intentional 

The classic view of Jesus is of a blonde haired bloke floating 2 feet above reality with a 

serene smile & halo. Nothing troubles him.  He doesn’t cut much ice with 21st century world!  

We want to spend some time grappling with the real Jesus – the man behind the myth – the 

one who shocked his contemporaries & refused to fit into their preconceptions.  We invite 

you as a group to take a trip with in particular Luke & John and allow the Holy Spirit to 

change your life!  Go For It! 

WELCOME –  If someone were to ask you a question guaranteed to get you talking what 

would it be? OR When did you sense God’s presence this week? 

WORSHIP –  Tell each other in one word how you feel about this time of year as the season 

shifts from summer to autumn to winter.  Spend some time in praise & thanks for creation & 

God’s amazing love. Maybe use Psalm 19 to help. 

WORD – Read Luke Luke 4:14-5:16 

Jesus is a man on a mission.  The same man who could be so playful is also a man on fire. If 

you want to know Jesus you have to recognise his fierce intentionality.  It’s who he is! 

• Watch the peoples’ changing attitudes to Jesus (v 14,15; 20-22; 28,29).  What has 

caused such a radical change in attitude? 

• What prejudices can make people today object to Jesus’ good news or perhaps Jesus 

himself?  Name them (maybe write them down) & how would you respond to each of 

them? Be practical. 

• Read Luke 4:42-44 – there’s a ‘fierce intention’ to Jesus here… ‘I MUST preach the 

good news of the Kingdom’… Does that stir you up or slightly scare you? 

• How can a religious spirit & comfort cause us to lose this intentionality in our Christian 

walk?   

Application… 

• Do you have a ‘fierce intention’ in your life?  What do you think is your sense of calling 

& mission for everyday life? 

• In his calling Jesus experienced real rejection.  What can we learn from Jesus in how 

to face rejection?  Pray for one another. 

WITNESS 

Who are you beginning to pray for as part of ‘Challenge 112’.  Are you thinking & praying for 

someone to invite to Alpha that begins this Wednesday 3rd!  Please pray for those that come 

to encounter the real Jesus for themselves… 

Some things to look out for… 

• Sat 6 Oct – FORUM – a new monthly gathering for those interested in growing in 

leadership & influence for Christ in their workplaces, homes, charities..  

• Sun 7 Oct  - Harvest – supporting Tear Fund & the local homeless 

• Sun 7 Oct – Pints of View – introducing ‘Table Talk’ for Blokes (Sebright Arms) 

• Sat 20 Oct – ‘Uncharted 2’ – a walking adventure for the guys across the Peaks 

• Wed 31 Oct – Light Party – an action-packed, dynamic, fun party-based alternative 

to the usual Halloween stuff for kids aged 3-11!  Wanna help?  See Julie Lewis! 

• Sun 4 Nov 6.30pm – Confirmation Service. Confirmation is an opportunity to 

publicly ‘confirm’ your faith & commit yourself to being part of Christ Church & the 

Church of England. Should be a great evening led by Bishop Rob Wickham, our local 

bishop here in Edmonton diocese. 

  

 

 



 

 

Week beginning Sun 14 Oct 2018 – Extravagantly Generous 

The classic view of Jesus is of a blonde haired bloke floating 2 feet above reality with a 

serene smile & halo. Nothing troubles him.  He doesn’t cut much ice with 21st century world!  

We want to spend some time grappling with the real Jesus – the man behind the myth – the 

one who shocked his contemporaries & refused to fit into their preconceptions.  We invite 

you as a group to take a trip with in particular Luke & John and allow the Holy Spirit to 

change your life!  Go For It! 

WELCOME –  In your own words describe ‘extravagant generosity’.  What type of person is 

extravagantly generous? 

WORSHIP – What would you personally point to as an example of the extravagance of God? 

Take a Psalm like 149 or ply some music or go for a wander in creation to see & experience 

the extravagance of God. 

WORD – Read Luke John 2:1-11 

• What strikes you about Jesus’ response to his mother’s request in John 2:4?  

• What about Mary’s response in verse 5?  

• Why did Jesus choose to use the stone water jars which were designated for the 

“Jewish rites of purification” (v.6) to hold the wine he created?  

• What kind of quality was the wine? How do we know from the text that this was the 

case? What does this tell us about who Jesus is & his extravagant generosity? 

Application…. 

Michael Novak identifies three kinds of convictions: 1) Public – what we say we believe, 2) 

Private – what we think we believe, 3) Core – what we really believe. John Ortberg comments, 

“The best indicator of my true beliefs and my true purposes are my actions….What I say I 

believe might be bogus. What I think I believe might be fickle. But I never violate my idea about 

the way things are. I live at the mercy of my ideas about the way things really are.” Do you 

agree or disagree? How have you seen this at work in your life?   

• What are the areas (e.g., marriage, money, sexuality, relationships) that you struggle 

to live for the Kingdom of God? What does that tell us about our convictions? How can 

we strengthen them and move them from Private to Core convictions?  

• How can you as a small group help each other to grow in becoming more convinced 

that Jesus isn’t just who he says he is but who he says he is for you? • How does the 

miracle of the wine show us that Jesus is ultimately satisfying, & what our hearts are 

yearning for?  Jesus is the extravagant & generous who calls to be like that ourselves. 

• In what ways do we need to be more generous?   BE REAL & PRACTICAL ON THIS! 

a. personally – with time, finances & heart. b. as a small group c. as a church 

• Have you found Andy’s recent encouragements to greater generosity helpful or difficult 

to handle? 

WITNESS 

If Jesus has shown his generosity for us in dying for us how should affect sharing our faith 

with others?  Pray again for your ‘Challenge 112’ person… Some things to look out for… 

• Wed 31 Oct – Light Party – an action-packed, dynamic, fun party-based alternative 

to the usual Halloween stuff for kids aged 3-11!  Wanna help?  See Julie Lewis! 

• Sun 4 Nov 6.30pm – Confirmation Service. Confirmation is an opportunity to 

publicly ‘confirm’ your faith & commit yourself to being part of Christ Church & the 

Church of England. Should be a great evening led by Bishop Rob Wickham, our local 

bishop here in Edmonton diocese. 



Week beginning Sun 28 Oct 2018 – Honest & Prayer-filled! 

The classic view of Jesus is of a blonde haired bloke floating 2 feet above reality with a 

serene smile & halo. Nothing troubles him.  He doesn’t cut much ice with 21st century world!  

We want to spend some time grappling with the real Jesus – the man behind the myth – the 

one who shocked his contemporaries & refused to fit into their preconceptions.  We invite 

you as a group to take a trip with in particular Luke & John and allow the Holy Spirit to 

change your life!  Go For It! 

WELCOME –  Use weather terminology to describe your last week OR How do you react 

when someone gives you a compliment? 

WORSHIP – Everyone pray ONLY thank you prayers.  This will be good because most people 

find it hard to pray without eventually turning it into an asking prayer & it’s quite a challenge! 

WORD – Read Luke Luke 10:38-11:13 

• What are your feelings about the Martha & Mary story? Those that are Mary types love 

it because they love the idea of a quiet, reflective relationship with Jesus. The Martha’s 

amongst us can feel judged!  Is it possible to be an activist & have a relationship with 

God?  Is that what it’s meant to be about or have we missed it? 

• What’s the ‘one thing’ that is needed all about? 

• As you look at 11:1-13 how is your prayer life?  What does the passage say about the 

nature of God?  Do you struggle with the issue of God as a Father? 

• How much do you involve the Holy Spirit in your praying?  How key is he in praying? 

Application… 

• What qualities do you observe in those people, like Mary, who “choose what is better”? 

• Jesus urges us to pray with boldness.  We can dare to be bold because of who God is 

– Dad & King (v 2,13).  What steps can you take today to radicalize your prayer life? 

WITNESS 

If Jesus has shown his generosity for us in dying for us how should affect sharing our faith 

with others?  Pray again for your ‘Challenge 112’ person…  

Some things to look out for… 

• Wed 31 Oct – Light Party – an action-packed, dynamic, fun party-based alternative 

to the usual Halloween stuff for kids aged 3-11!  Wanna help?  Please PRAY for all 

those that come to encounter the light of Jesus! 

• Sun 4 Nov 6.30pm – Confirmation Service. Confirmation is an opportunity to 

publicly ‘confirm’ your faith & commit yourself to being part of Christ Church & the 

Church of England. Should be a great evening led by Bishop Rob Wickham, our local 

bishop here in Edmonton diocese.  If you’re interested in being confirmed please chat 

to Andy.  We will have some preparation sessions prior to the evening. 

• Sun 11 Nov – Remembrance Sunday – 100 Years since the end of WW1.  an 

opportunity to stop & reflect! 

• Thu 15 Nov 7.30pm – Men’s Curry Night with Justyn Rees Larcombe – amazing 

story of a transformed life through tough times! A must for friends to come to! 

• Sat 17 Nov 10am-3pm – Small Group Leaders Training at YWAM Harpenden.  If 

you’re interested in coming please tell me soon so I can book the party in!  Good 

leaders keep on learning! 

 

  

 

 


