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CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 13th January 2019 – Being Jesus People 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The Transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time 

WELCOME – Use weather terminology to describe your last week OR Do you feel free to be 

real in your relationship with God? 

WORSHIP –  Paper Collage: Collect some magazines, scissors, pieces of paper and 

gluesticks. Have the small group cut out pictures and words from the magazines. Collage 

together words and pictures that you think represent God on a piece of paper-- or even cut 

out pictures of God’s creation. 

WORD – Read 2 Corinthians 3:7- 4:18 

‘the Transformation of Barnet and Beyond’ …Read 2 Cor 3:7-18 

• How does Paul demonstrate that ministry under the New Covenant is more glorious 

than the Old (v 7-11)? How are we contrasted with Moses (v 12-16)? 

• So what is the process and goal of our lives under the New Covenant (v 18)? 

• What evidence do you see in your life of the glorious transformation (like a butterfly 

from a chrysalis!) described in v 18? Is it easy or difficult for you to recognise God’s 

glory as it is revealed in you?  

• In what area would you like to be made ‘more like Christ? Share as openly as you 

can! 

…with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ …..Read 2 Cor 4:1-18 

• In what ways can the gospel be discredited (4:2)?  Have you seen that happen in your 

life? 

• How has the ‘god of this age’ (v 4) blinded the minds of unbelievers? How do we break 

those barriers down so the light of Jesus can shine through? 

• In what ways does Paul contrast the glory of the gospel with the weakness of those 

who preach it? 

• How does our ‘weakness’ (v 7-11) reveal the power of God? How can this perspective 

help us come to terms with own weakness and mortality? 

• Verse 18 is incredible!  Are there ways you could pray with fresh perspective because 

of this verse by not looking to the seen but the unseen.  

WITNESS 

Who are you beginning to pray for as part of ‘Challenge 112’ – God has given us natural close 

contacts (our Jerusalem’s – Acts 1:8) so how are going to pray for them? 

Things coming up…outreach oriented… 

• Saturday Outreach - Saturdays we’re offering a fresh opportunity to continue our 

outreach to those that are homeless, lonely and vulnerable in the local community 

gathering for soup, coffee and a roll from 11.15am in the Open Door Centre. Contact 

Jean Corney through the Church Office if want to get involved. 

• Friday Nite Live – this is a key new youth initiative launching on Friday 25 January 

that replaces Friday Club and is a totally new and different concept.  There will be 

games, table tennis, table football, drinks, tuck, music etc. plus talk… It’s open to any 

young people in the years 6-13 age bracket.  PLEASE PASS THIS ON – it’s going to 

be key as we reach out to the next generation here in Barnet and Beyond! 



CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 27th January 2019 – Church on Fire (Acts) 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The Transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time 

WELCOME – How much do you laugh in a typical week? OR In what ways have you changed 

since you became a Christ-follower? 

WORSHIP – Spend a few moments thanking God for His love and goodness that He showers 

on each one of us.  Speak out a line of thanks and get everyone to join in and say “We thank 

you Lord!”….use Psalm 84 as a focus if you want. 

WORD – Read Acts 1:1-11  

v 1-11  

• How did Jesus prepare the disciples for life without him? Why would this have been so 

difficult for the apostles to understand?  

• Read about the resurrection of Jesus in Luke 24:13-49. The truths of Jesus’ 

resurrection and ascension are key to the entire foundation of Christianity. Why is this? 

What are some of the “many proofs” (Acts 1:3) that demonstrated he was truly alive? 

• In Acts 1:6, the apostles asked, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” Why do you think they wanted to ask this particular question?  

• After Jesus ascended into heaven, the apostles spent time “gazing into the sky” (v.10). 

Luke also uses the word worshiped to describe their reaction in Luke 24:52. Why do 

you think they had this response? As they stood looking into the sky, why do you think 

they were questioned by the two men in white robes?  

v 8 

• The primary reason for receiving the Holy Spirit is for what?   

• How should that affect the way we share our faith as ‘witnesses’?  Why does he start 

with Jerusalem…and ends with the ‘ends of the earth’? 

• What are some ways that we get distracted from that mission? Is it possible for good 

things to get in the way of our central mission? How could we as a church get distracted 

as we look to see the transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the love of Jesus.. 

WITNESS 

• Are there any times God has led you by his Spirit in sharing your faith? 

• Who are you beginning to pray for as part of ‘Challenge 112’ – who is your ‘One Life 

at a Time’? Share the person’s name with the group (if you feel able) and then pray 

either in 2’s/3’s or as a group. 

Things to look out for: 

• Next Welcome Tea – Sun 24 March – for newcomers to CCB with refreshments and 

input about what goes on in the life of the church 

• FORUM – Sat 2 February 8.30-10am – opportunity to meet with others over a light 

breakfast and share leadership stories 

• ALPHA – new course begins on Thursday 28 February – James and Michelle Herring 

will be leading this brilliant introduction to the Christian Faith…think of friends who 

might come! 

 

 



CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 10th Feb 2019 – COME: Life-Giving Worship 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ 

WELCOME – What’s your favourite breakfast cereal and way? OR When have you most 

sensed the tangible presence of God? 

WORSHIP –  Write a Love letter to God: Give each person in your group a pen and paper 

and have them reflect and write to God a letter of adoration but also sharing with God what 

is currently on each of their hearts.  Then spend some time using those letters as a basis for 

your worship time…. maybe have some gentle music and a candle to help this moment. 

WORD – Read Acts 2:42-47 and Ephesians 3:14-21 

Look at Acts 2:42-47 

• What are the primary characteristics of the early church?: 

Magnify – Celebrate God’s presence in worship (v 42) 

Maturity – Helping People into Discipleship (v 42) 

Ministry – Sharing God’s Love through Service (v 44,45) 

Mission – Preaching to others the Love of God (v 47) 

• How does our church compare with the 1st Century church? How we operate more like 

they did back then….eg…less of an institution maybe! 

Look at Ephesians 3:14-21 

This is Paul’s song of worship to the God who loves him so much.  What are the key words 

that touch your heart? Love? Power? Immeasurably? Worship is about acknowledging the 

goodness of Jesus in the midst of our lives wherever we are.  

• When Paul prays that our inner man is strengthened, he does so that a place for Christ 

to dwell is provided; that our lives are de-cluttered from the competing priorities which 

prevent us from experiencing the fullness of Christ's presence. What would you say 

are some of leading competing priorities in your own, daily experience?  

• We are to be filled up to the fullness of God through knowing the great dimensions of 

His love for us. How have you experienced the love of God practically which might 

impact how you navigate how you live?  

• Paul describes love by referring to dimensions. Why do you think that he chooses the 

analogy of height and breadth, etc...? How does the analogy get us thinking about 

God's love?  

• What are some real world experiences with people loving us that might cloud the 

fulness of our comprehension of God's love?  

• What are some new practices that God might be calling us to in order to more 

completely or more consistently unclutter our lives?  

• Share prayer requests with one another and pray together. 

WITNESS 

Please pray for the following… 

• Friday Nite Live has been meeting for the past 2 Fridays…pray for a fresh revelation 

of the presence of God for our young people. 

• Alpha begins on Thu 28 Feb – never too late to invite friends…it could change their 

lives.  Contact James Herring at associate@ccbarnet.org.uk 

 

mailto:associate@ccbarnet.org.uk


CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Wk beg Sun 24th Feb 2019 – BELONG: Search for Significance 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ 

WELCOME – What is the best compliment you have ever received OR When was the last 

time you told someone, “I love you!”? Do you say “I love you” easily? 

WORSHIP –  Psalm Remix: Choose a Psalm, read it through. Then rewrite it in your own 

language. You can put in situations from your own life, use your own phrases, and relate it to 

modern day faith. Read your own version back to God as part of worship. 

WORD – Read Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 9:1-18 

• As we read in Acts 2 this church had IT!  There was something powerful and healthy 

about the way they related, such a sense of belonging that people were drawn to 

Jesus by their level of love and joy they saw! 

• The basis of our identity in Christ is that we have been ‘converted’…saved from one 

reality ‘darkness’ and through believing and trusting that Jesus has died for us 

brought into his glorious ‘light’!  As John 1:12 says…we have become ‘children of 

God’.. In Acts this is seen in action as the church explodes with 1000’s encountering 

the risen Christ.  None more so than Paul in Acts 9:1-31 

• Look back briefly at the previous chapter and remind yourself of where Saul came 

from.  In v 1,2 what was his attitude to Christians? 

• How does Saul’s encounter with Jesus in v 3-9 relate to your own ‘conversion’ 

…maybe share whether it was sudden, gradual or whatever – Jesus meets us in our 

own unique way! 

• Ananias is the hero of this story! How does his encounter compare to Paul’s in v 10-

16? How does God speak to you?  Discuss ways can he use to engage with us?  

• What’s the significance of Ananias addressing Paul as ‘brother’ (v 17) 

• What’s the response of both believers and not-yet-believers to Paul’s conversion? 

Applying it to life as we know it…………… 

• What do you learn about obedience to God through Paul and Ananias? 

• What does Paul’s conversion help us to understand about those who don’t believe? 

• Think about the people in your life who seem most distant from a relationship with 

Jesus. How might God use you to bring them to Christ? 

WITNESS 

Please pray for the following… 

• Friday Nite Live has been meeting for the past few Fridays…pray for a fresh 

revelation of the presence of God for our young people. 

• Alpha begins on Thu 28 Feb – THIS WEEK – never too late to invite friends…it could 

change their lives.  Contact James Herring at associate@ccbarnet.org.uk 

• Also WINTER SHELTER at Christ Church begins Thursday too.  Pray for the 

‘guests’ who will be joining us for the next 13 weeks – that they would 

encounter the love of Jesus through the way we honour, serve and bless them. 

• Tickets available for the Fiona Castle (with Rob Halligan) evening on Tue 19 

March – a trip with stories and testimony ‘around the world in 80 days’.  Brilliant low-

key event to bring friends to!  Ticket link - https://bit.ly/2FWMVoG  

 

mailto:associate@ccbarnet.org.uk
https://bit.ly/2FWMVoG


CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 10th March 2019 – SERVE: Playing our Part 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ 

WELCOME – How would you describe your week in terms of a car OR When did you sense 

God’s presence this week? 

WORSHIP –  Objects: Make a collection of 8 ordinary, everyday objects from around the 

home. Lay them out so everyone can see them as they come to worship. Ask the Holy Spirit 

to remind you of aspects of God's character or what he has done as you reflect on the items. 

For example, someone might say, "The keys remind me that God knows everything. You 

can't lock things away and hide them from him." 

WORD – Read Acts 2:42-47  

Look at Acts 2:42-47 again to remind ourselves of how the early church was birthed into an 

environment of serving. At CCB we are called to be blessings to one another so that those 

outside the church see our love for one another (John 13:34,35). Are we prepared to truly 

serve one another and God’s Kingdom purposes? 

Read Acts 6:1-7   

• As the church grew it became apparent that there were a number of different needs 

amongst the church. What do you think of the disciples response? 

• What does it mean to truly serve and support one another?  In what ways have you 

received love and support at CCB? 

• How could this system work better in our church family? 

Read Acts 11:19-30 

• Barnabas seems to have been the supreme servant!  He took initiative and did 

whatever was needed to raise morale in the team. He led by example by becoming a 

servant.  What do you think of the characteristics of this guy (v 23,24)?   

• He had nothing to prove, lose or hide!  He seemed to love to make others and Paul 

look really good.  How do you feel about having such a servant heart that you don’t 

mind who takes the credit as long as the job and the vision is realised? 

• What are you passionate about?  Are you holding back from offering to help and serve 

within the life of the church?  

• Spend a few minutes each of the group writing your name at the top of a piece of 

paper.  When you’ve done that fold it over keeping the name visible.  Then pass it to 

the next person who thinks and prays briefly and then writes down either something 

encouraging or something you can imagine they’d be good at serving at in the life of 

the church.  Fold over and pass on until the whole group have had something to 

contribute for everyone there. Then sit back and look at your sheet…share if you want. 

WITNESS 

Please pray for the following… 

• Alpha begins on Thu 28 Feb – never too late to invite friends…it could change their 

lives.  Contact James Herring at associate@ccbarnet.org.uk 

• tickets still available for Fiona Castle/Rob Halligan evening on Tue 19 March.  Great 

music, stories from Fiona’s life and faith and lots of laughter.  Tickets £7.50 from 

Church office or online - https://bit.ly/2FWMVoG  

 

mailto:associate@ccbarnet.org.uk
https://bit.ly/2FWMVoG


CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 24th March 2019 – GIVE: The Gift of Giving 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ 

WELCOME – When was the last time you stole something? OR If you were given an enormous 

amount of money, what would you do first? 

WORSHIP –  Love is..: Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Then, read it a second time, changing 

the word 'love' to 'Jesus'. As your thoughts focus on Jesus, offer your wonder and 

appreciation to him in prayers of thanks for who he is and what he has done. 

WORD – Read Acts 2:42-47  

One of the key aspects of the early church was their incredible generosity to one another. It 

was in their DNA – look at v 44,45. This is all about the ‘treasure principle’ – ‘I should live 

today not for the dot, but for the line’ (not just for now – the line is eternity)  (Randy Alcorn). 

God has given us the opportunity to use the resources entrusted us to make a difference in 

lives, now and for eternity. Application: We live every day in the light of the eternal 

implications of our decisions now, especially our financial decisions.  

2 Cor 9:6-15 

Would you say you are more the “cheerful giver” or the giver who has given reluctantly or 

under compulsion? Which phrase resonates with you more, and why? 

• What was the financial situation of the church in Corinth at the time Paul wrote this 
letter? What was his experience with that church that may have led him to address 
these particular issues? 

• In 2 Corinthians 9:9, Paul cites Psalm 112:9. Refer back to the Psalm 112 in its 
entirety to more fully understand that scripture in context.  

• Read v 11 - How does this contrast with the “prosperity gospel” idea (in a nutshell, 
that if you have faith, God will bring you prosperity)? How do we avoid misapplying 
this verse? 

• What does Verse 13 tell us about one of the reasons we ought to be generous 
givers?  What is the “indescribable gift” referenced in Verse 15? 

• Look at these statements… 
o God owns everything—I’m His money manager; 
o My heart always goes where I put God’s money; 
o Giving is the only antidote to materialism; 
o God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my 

standard of giving; 

• We have many incredible opportunities we are looking to press into as a church and 
they need financial generosity from us as part of CCB to make them happen.  Please 
refer to the ‘Gift of Giving’ leaflet and talk about these challenges.  We will all be part 
of the answer to God’s call on our lives especially when it comes to regular giving. 

• In what way are you looking to stretch your faith in this and increase or start your 
giving to the church’s mission to see transformation of Barnet and Beyond? 

WITNESS 

Super Sunday – THIS Sunday it’s Mother’s Day and we start with some breakfast from 10am 

followed by an All Age experience with worship, input from Olly Goldenberg (currently 

appearing on TBN!) and just valuable time together. 

Vision and Awards Evening – NEXT Tuesday 2 April 7.30pm – the top CCB occasion of 

the year with worship, ministry updates, laughs, the ‘Andy’s’ awards, drinks and nibbles.. 



 

CONNECT Group Bible Notes … Transformers…  

Week beginning Sun 7th April 2019 – HOPE BEGINS 

We believe that God is calling us to step out from the edges into a time when the church in 

Barnet will become THE place to the real Jesus, real love, real acceptance and real 

purpose.  Come and spend time together in worship each week and as groups as we dig into 

the book of Acts and some of Paul’s writings.  As we do that we’re giving space to work out 

our fresh CCB vision statement… 

‘The transformation of Barnet and Beyond with the Love of Jesus One Life at a Time’ 

WELCOME – For what in your life do you feel most grateful?  OR  If you could ask God for 

anything what would it be? 

WORSHIP –  Full: Draw an outline/silhouette of the shape of a human being, drawn on a 

large sheet of paper. Write a list of Jesus' qualities - the things he was full of - inside the 

body shape. Use the words and phrases you have collected to inspire your praise of Jesus.  

WORD  

Start by reflecting on the past term as we’ve looked together at the Vision and what it means 

to be a part of CCB.  Are there any particular things that have struck you afresh about what 

God is doing in our midst?  What’s exciting you most about being part of Christ Church?  

What are the areas you see God at work at the moment? 

Read Matthew 20:17-19  As Jesus and his disciples approach Jerusalem, Jesus explains to 

them what is about to happen to him.  

• Why do you think Jesus continues to talk about his coming death?  

• What stands out to you about this?  

Read Matthew 20:20-23 James and John and their mother approach Jesus to ask for 

special seats in Jesus’ kingdom. Jesus responds by saying that they do not know what they 

are asking for and hints about what their lives will be like from now on. 

• How does Jesus’ question cut to the heart? If Jesus were to ask you, “What do you 

want?” how might you answer him? What does Jesus mean that the disciples “do not 

know what they are asking for”? What is it that they want?  

• What does Jesus mean by saying, “Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” 

What do you notice about Jesus’ response to their answer? How should that inform 

our experience when we struggle?  

Read Matthew 20:24-28 The other disciples overhear what James and John desire, and 

they get angry. Jesus uses the opportunity to remind his disciples about kingdom greatness. 

Then he powerfully reminds them about why he came. 

• Why do the disciples get angry? What does it show about their hearts? 

• Who are the people in our lives that we are hoping will serve us? Do you find it 

harder to sacrifice for someone you know well or someone you barely know at all? 

• Why is kingdom greatness so hard for us to apply to our lives? 4. Why does serving 

others for our own personal gain enslave us?  

• What ways can you practically serve others as an example of Christ’s sacrifice over 

the coming Easter period? 

 

WITNESS 

Please pray for the following… 

• Please pray for the final Alpha on Thursday that lives would be changed and those 

there would know the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

• Please pray for the Kids Holiday Club as it runs between Tue 16 – Thu 18 in Easter 

Week – for a great response, fun, safety and encounters with Jesus. 



• Pray for Easter.. 

o Maundy Thursday 7.30pm Communion with tea/coffee afterwards (no meal 

this year due to winter shelter operating but other churches welcome) 

o Good Friday 10.15am All Age Service prior to Joint Churches Walk of Witness 

along the High Street. 

o Good Friday 2-3pm Hour at the Cross – quiet meditation time with worship 

o Easter Sunday 9am (HC) and 10.30am – All Age with Communion. 

• Watch out for a whole Connect Group series on the Lord’s Prayer next term plus other 

resources as we build up to Pentecost and the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ week! 

 

 
 

 


